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SYNOPSIS OF PRECEDING CHAPTERS
Daniel Derrington an American passing

under the name of Dubravnlk organizes
secret service force for the Czar of Russia
falls in love with Prlncss Olga de Echfeverla
and proposes to her while her brother
other Nimllists are waiting outside the house
to assassinate him She accepts his love
promises to trust Implicitly in him and sub
mtts to arrest by secret men She
Is taken prisoner to the home of
Michael who loves her and Dubravnlkf
Derrington goes to meet his lieutenants
their prisoner Ivan brother to the Princess

CHAPTER XII Con tinued
Yes
Did you not say so

lie hung his face in shame and an
swered

Is that not the thought among
friends at this moment and would
life of your sister be safe from them
she were In her own house tonight

It would not
And yet you call such people

friends those who would without ques
lion put her to death on mere suspIcion

to a death to which you have helped
to condemn her by your foul suspicions
and the more foul utterance of them
Shame on you Ivan dEcheveria Shame
on you

Pain contorted his face and he was
silent

Did you fire the bullet that so nearly
killed me I asked

Jo I did do that but I dIrected
that It be done You would not have
escaped if I had held the pistol

Perhaps not It is unimportant
way Have you not wondered why
brought you to this house

To torture me at least is what
you are doing

I brought you here to save jJu
To save
Yes from the folly of mouth

You are a man in years but a boy
every act you commit Have you man
hood enough left in you to want
save your sister who now thanks ti
you has two enemies to face Russia
would send her to Siberia and the
Nihilists would murder her She would
have sacrificed herself for you she of
fered to do so Are you willing
sacrifice yourself for her

God knows that I am
Will you prove
Qh that
You have the chance I cannot quite

trust you Ivan or for her sake
would loosen your bonds and set you
free now But you would hasten to
friends and warn them of their danger
fin d by that you would destroy
sister that act you would
kill her She Is safe and will be safe
if they are not warned of what is t
happen tonight Shall I set you free
and trust to your honor not to go tt
them

o no no For Gods
Leave me bound Tie me more tightly
Bo not let me o Kill me if you will
but do nothing to injure her Oh
you telling the truth

The whole truth Ivan I will leave
you as you are until I return I do not
think you will escape I do not think
that you will try to do so But you
must understand one thing This night
forever ends your connection with Nihil
lam This be the sacrifice you
make to save ister Will
make it

If it will save her I will make it
But will it

t If I find you here when I return
and if you are still in same mo od 3

will take you to her and she shall re
ply to that question for herself

1 left him then and having altered mjappearance sufficiently so that I would
not be recognized n the darkness
being assured that the orders that
had given respecting the work of
men for the night would be carried
I hastened to the palace

I knew that Ihad a difficulty to face
for although I had confident
In the chivalry and generosity of Prince

I also knew that he had an
ungovernable temper and I began
fear that my delay in following him
might have led him to say something

the Emperor which would encompass
me with puzzling conditions

As soon as I arrived at the palace
was told that the prince was waiting
me in his apartments and I hurried tc
him

He rose as I entered the room and
bowing stiffly without extending his
hand as was his Invariable habit said
coldivj

You are late Mr Derrington I ex
peeled you an hour earlier at least

1 very sorry prince I replied
more sorry than 1 can say to havekept you waiting but I have been un

avoidably detained
Slay I ask it it was at my house
I wiis at my own apartments

It wits evident that he did not believe
me and that he meant me to under

that he did not but I resolved
that T would not quarrel with him
Therefore I remained silent

May I venture to ask an explanatior
of the extraordinary proceedings of the
evening he asked Icily

Yea I think I owe you that much
But would it not be better If I first
offer my respects to the Czar Then
can return here and we can enjoy
Icng chat together

Hisi majesty knows that you were
to come to me first After I have
heard you we will go to him together

Ant I to understand prince that you
have told his majesty anything of the
occurrences of tonight

Yoti are to understand exactly that
1 have told him all at least all that
could tell

Indeed In that case we will go
him together Such explanation as
have to make will be made in his pres
ence Whatever explanations there are
to make are entirely in the princess be
half and I regret that I tool you a1
your w rd and supposed that you would
wait for me She can offer you
own thanks at a more opportune Ursa

FOr n full minute w0 stood facing
each other thus both silent and
he turned and led the way in the direc
ties of the official cabinet

Prince I said just before we enter
ed you have no cause to quarrel with
me Remember that in the
that is to come

He stopped turned and
me there before the door of the Czars
cabinet

Are you quite sure of that he de
manded

I am quite sure I remember
Interview of this kind when you ad
vised me what not to do You have
no warmer friend in Russia than Daniel
Derrington prince

For a moment he hesitated
1 Saw that he wan hesitating for

tcaew that he really liked me But 3

also knew that he loved the princess
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and that he was jealous for I had done
an unprecedented thing in taking her
to his house under the circumstances
For a woman to commit herself to
care of a man in the way that the prin
cess had trusted herself to mo meant
much more in Russia than it does
New York The prince could find no ex
cuse for the act still less for my delay
In following him when he left his own
house in our possession

Presently he spoke His words Came
slowly and with careful deliberation

What I say Mr Derrington
you may accept in whatsoever spirit
you please but upon my soul I do not
believe vpu

I bowed and wo entered the cabinet
together

CHAPTER XIII

The Czar Defied
In all the interviews that I had had

with this Czar during the many months
of my association with him he had
maintained the condition that he had
himself made at the beginning which
W s that Aye Should meet on the basis
of friends and equals Whenever we
were alone together he commande d me
to forget that we were other than two
friends who were enjoying an oppor
tunity to chat with each other and as
at such times we invariably conversed
in French he always insisted that I
should address him by the simple

monsieur
When the Prince was with us as was

nearly always the case the degree ol
was slightly though hardly

perceptibly modified and I must say
that I had learned to enjoy such chats
exceedingly

For Alexander I had begun to feel a
sincere affection I if there was
any other man in Russia who under
stood him as thoroughly as I did Dur
ing the many long hours that we had
passed together he had told me many
things himself his ideas and
his hopes which had revealed the real

is the man behind the Czar
and I knew that of the thousands

of crimes attributed to him only a few
had ever come to his knowledge until it
was too late for him to interfere or
impolitic for him to do so

Intellectually he was not preponder
ant Indeed rather deficient but he was
naturally a kindly disposed man and at
the beginning of his reign tind indeed
through more than half of it he proved
that fact to the people It was just be
lore the time of my In St Peters
burg that he allowed himself to fall
more and more into the power of the

who In reality ruled the empire
and who do so still

Easily influenced by those hi whom he
trusted thousands of crimes were com
mitted in his name of which he had no
idea and of which he never heard At
all events I loved him and moreover I
ha d thorough faith in my own influence
over him

In like proportion to my familiarity at
court and to his fondness for my socie
ty I was cordially hated by the nobility
but as they feared me quite as much
as they hated me and as my real stand
ing there remained a mystery I was
constantly fawned upon to a degree that
was nauseating

Even the story that I had so lately
heard from the lips of the princess had
not materially lessened the liking I felt
for Alexander for I could understand
much better than shecould all the in
fiuehce that had been brought to bear
upon the Emperor not to pardon the
Woman in whose possession had been
found cyanide of potassium intended for
his wine I did not believe that he had
intended that she should go to the
island of Saghalien I did not believe
that he could be held accountable for ths
evils that befell poor Yvonne in the iso
lated garrisons of Siberia He believed
that she intended to poison him and
ha her there his part of the
evil Ceased

The awful things that happened In
those garrisons he did not know about
could hear about for I believe
among all his friends I was the only
one who dared to tell him the truth
Even the prince lied to him for I had
often heard do so

to the killing of Stanislaus who
could blame the Czar for that The
man had endeavored to kill him
twice snapped a pistol in his face had
still held it in his hand when the Em
peror tore it from his grasp and struck
him on the head with it Who would
not do the same

I repeat all this as my excuse for
still reeling that affection for him
which our intercourse had taught me

The real criminal in the case of the
story of Yvonne was Durnlef Him
I hated and his name was on one of
the lists that had been read off to me
before going to the palace that night
There special orders concerning
him too but that will be dealt with
later

Now as I entered the cabinet with
the prince I confess that I had some
doubts concerning my reception for
had no idea what the prince had said
to his majesty and I knew only too
well his disposition to listen to any
thing that had a suspicious side to It
particularly If that suspicion concerned
one of his closest and most intimate
associates

I could at any time within five min
utes have mind of the
Czar against the I did not doubt
that he could accomplish the same deli
cate attention for me

The prince preceded me and tho Czar
rose as we entered

He was alone and I advanced at once
with extended hand as he had often
requested me to do it when I discovered
him thus but he bowed coldly feigning
not to see jt

I halted drew myself up and return
ed his bow in the same that he
had given it Then I waited for him
to speak

You are late sir he said You
have kept me waiting

I was not aware that your majesty
expected me I replied Otherwise
should have been here sooner

The prince expected you and led
me to do the same

Had the prince done me the honor
to tell me that he to receive
me in your cabinet I should have un
derstood The prince unin
tentionally deceived me

Prince Michael flushed hotly but said
nothing The Czar smiled grimly

What detained you he demanded
The business which detains me in

Russia your majesty
Ah you are concerned In the work

of the Brotherhood
I was
I understood that you were much

more pleasurably employed
gave you to understand

either did not know or lied
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I turned so that I half faced th
prince that he made a motion
as if to spring upon and strikeHme bnj
he did not dare to commit such an
in the Czars presence and long train
ing got the better of his temper

Why sir did you take the Pr incess
plga dEchever ia to the house of Prince
Michael continued the Czar

Because I believed him to be an hon
orable man who would stand ready
protect her good name and conceal from
all the world even from your majesty
the fact that she was there Because
he had told me that he loved her
I was innocent enough to believe that
his love was unselfish and further be
cause I regarded him as my friend
There are three reasons your majesty
arty one of which seems to me to be
sufficient

But why was It necessary to take
her anywhere

That your majesty is a question
which I must answer to you alone

Do you mean that you not
the prince

I mean that it was my intention t
the prince as soon as I reached the

palace now I deem itunneces
He has taught me a lesson

hospitality that is as new as it It
unique

Perhaps she will explain the strange

I have no doubt that will your
majesty

I have sent for her She Tvill remain
here In the palace as long as danger
threatens her She should be
now

May I inquire of your majesty
you sent
7 The captain of the palace guar d

Captain Durnlef
Yes

1 looked at my watch replaced It in
my pplcket then said calmly

Captain Durnlef will not return with
the princess your majesty

Then I saw the heavy frown of
anger l I knew my man for kings
emperors are less than of
world when it comes to studying
Their Own pportunltles for observIng
others are much more limited
Czar angry was a much eagler man tc
influence than the Czar satirical

What do you mean he demanded
will Durnlef fall to carry out

my personal orders Dare the prin
cess refuse to accompany him

SUe most certainly would not have
the bad taste to refuse and if she did
the captain would doubtless bring her
by only he has the misfortune
to be now a prisoner

Durnlef a prisoner The captain
of my personal guard arrested By
your order sir

By my order your majesty
You have dared to dp this
I would dare to arrest the prince

or your own son if I found him inim
ical to your interests and I beg
to understand that I gave the order

I knew that you had sent him
on tlir errand for the

It 5s a lie
It was the prince who spoke but

before 1 could reply to tire
the Czar waved his hand and com
manded silence

Was it the princess who informed
you that Durnief was a Nihilist
asked calmly the smile returning tc
his face

No I replied understanding the
motlye behind the question for
could read the Czar like a book and
already knew much concerning the
villainy of Durnief but it was he
who informed you that she was one

By heaven Derrington you know
too much I to think that the
days of your usefulness past irTSt
Petersburg There seems to be nr
lImit to the authority that you as
sume and now have begun to die
tate to me I will not have it I com
mand that you tell me why you
thought it necessary to take the prin
cess from her own house tonight

I knew that the crucial moment had
comO I knew that if I weakened now
I was lost The only escape for mr
was to see the Czar alone and that
determined to 3o The manner of

lnre upon my arrival at the palace
his conduct in the cabinet the greet

that the Czar had vouchsafed
me arid his bearing toward me
then led me to a shrewd guess and
determined to hazard it and to play
my last card so to speak by making
one bold statement

YcVUr majesty I said deliberately
has never until now had less than

perfect confidence in me The prince
being jealous and too impatient tc
await an explanation at my hands has
prevailed upon you to order me under
arrest for a time in order that I may
not rejturn to his house where I left
the princess If I do not mistake h
now has such an order signed by you
in person in one of his pockets Per
mil me to tell you and him that tjfon
is another reason why tie
that order for my men at this moment
have Instructions to place him undei
arrest He only sought to anticipate
me that is all Order him to his
apartments and to remain In them
for unles 1 am free to act as I see fit
this night I would not give
and I snapped my fingers for the
life of a of the royal
family

Then I folded my arms and waited

CHAPTER XIV

One Eventful Night
A Nihilistic bomb exploded in the

cabinet of the Czar at that moment
scarcely have created more con

sternation in the minds of the two men
did my statement

The Emperor himself started back In
amazement and then turned his face
white with rage and terror upon Prince
lichael

The prince instead of shrugging his
and laughing at the charge

had made committed the mistake of
turning deadly pale and at once pro
testinG his innocence It was that pro
test 4hat decided the battle of

my favor Always ready to doubt
those who were nearest to him the

remembered Instantly that I could
nothing by playing the traitor

He recalled also many instances
small In themselves but yet occasions

the prince had deceived him That
knew I had never done I had al

possessed the courage to tell him
truth even when it was unpleasant
habit of truthfulness told then He

believed me and he doubted the prince
More than that I seemed to him to

everything for it proved to be
true that the prince had persuaded Irtm

sign an order for my temporary ar
est or rather detention in the palace

ft had been done when they were alone
the cabinet together and how I could
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he could not fathom
The more the prince

more certain the Czar became that
had spoken the truth and while h
glowered upon the unhappy man
became paler and more uncertain in
speech with every effort I stood calmly
by with my arms folded not enjoying
the situation but determined to win
fight V

Michael said his majesty at last
give me the order to which Mr Der

refers
I knew then that I had won

while the prince tremblingly produced it
1 waited

The Czar passed it to me with
words You may destroy it Mr Der
rington and then added

Prince Michael you will retire tycur apartments and remain there until
I send for you i will spare you
indignity of an arrest until I know
more Go

I did not look at the prince as
left the room and I have always re
gretted it for if done so and seen
the agony that must have been written

have saved him
did not believe the charge against
when 1 made It and there was no suchthing as a direction to any of my men
to arrest him

him with complicity wills
the JSihllists solely to get rid of him
by that means save myself and Olgaknowing that later I could save himthat he would ultimately forgive me
and that I could bring the Emperor trfgaiJ it as a most excellent joke

Indeed 1 intended I leftEmperors presence to allay
his fears concerning the prince by saylog that my information amounted tnothing more than suspF n which hadbeen strengthened by his effort to detain me in the palace But events de
monstrated the fact that in makingqharge I had bullded better thanI loved the prince Tind that episode is one of the greates t regrets OJ

1 ever a man w s guilty
he WaS But I antici

Derrington said the Czar as soonwe were alone and addressing me IrFrench by which I knew that I was
restored to favor you have startledme tonight in a way that 1 shall notsoon forget Is It true that Mlchaelno I cannot believe ll for if heunfaithful whom can I trust

You must not cease to trust him entirely yet monsieur I replied Thecharge against him Is based upon evP
dence that may be disproved but mjdrag net Is out tonight and the dawtwill see nearly every Nihilist in StPetersburg in prison or on theout of Russia If you had beenrailed upon to detain me I tremble forwhat might have happened

Tell me
Do not I beg of you detain me nowthe prisons are up I must getto work for this is a matter to which1 must personally attend
And Michael
Leave him where he is in his apart

ments until I return
When will that be f
Soon after daylight
Then come to me at once Have me

awakened if I am sleeping but I shallnot be
One word the princess
She would have been murdered tonight by the Nihilists had l not ar

rested her as one conducted herthrough the prison and thence on to the
house of the prince

Why did you not bring her here and
place in my

She did not like to come She had
a lover once who became crazed and
was killed here in the palace by one
of the guards I believe so

YPS yes I understand You did
right Stop One word more before you
go This conspiracy to which you re
ferred against the whole royal family
are you sure that you have got ta the
root cf

As sure as I am that I am here In the
presence of the Czar of Russia

You have never failed me yet Der
rington and he grasped m6 by the
hand

And I never will monsieur
Well go I shall expect you soon

after daylight
In reality there was little for me to

do that night more than I had already
done and yet it impossible that I
should be shut up palace with so
much taking f place
immediately under my direction arid
over which It was Imperative that
must retain supervision I knew that
there would b frequent
me for authority to do and perform
certain and it was important
that I should be oh hand

I was always prbvjdedL with the nec
cessary papers for anything in the
pmclal line that ItnIght

4 be called upon
to perform This In
the beginning the better to tht
secret of my business in St Petersburg

I had innumerable Imperial passports
signed and sealed JiQ blank and there
was no outside authority belonging tc

official In the realm which I was
prepared to meet In short my

power was in many respects greater
than that of the Czar himself for
was always prepared for whatever I
might have to do in any or all tit the
departments of the empire

The wholesale arrests which I had or
dered for that night I had long had
under consideration and that I had de
cided to make them a little sooner than
wjfs my first Intention was due In part
to the danger surrounding the princess
in part to my own suddenly formed de
terminaton to complete my busnesfl
there and return to the Unted States
and lastly to the fact that the last few
reports that I had so nearly
completed the knowledge that I had
striven to attain that I came to tho
conclusion that my work was about
done anti that it was time to draw the
net

My salary was enormous and already
amounted to a competence and I know
that If I remained in Russia sooner or
later sornebody would find me out and
then there would ba short shrift for me
between the NIhiliats and the jealous
nobility who saw in me nothing but an
Interloper who had stolen their preroga
tives

My first business on leaving the Em
peror vas to CiSl upon Jean Moret for
his usefulness was past and I Intended
to keep my word with him

Well Jean I said as I entered the
room ho was confined would you
like to leuve prison and Russia

Indeed I sir he replied
There is nothing that would make me

quito so happy as that Has the time
come to let me eo

I thin so Are you quite sure that
thtTf Js nothing that would
tia Jbi y as permission and passports tc
Itavo the

have learned of It was a puzzle
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Quito
No even v
No not even that tc which you refer

or are about to I have
plenty of for thought since
brought me here and I have unrave
the fact that I made a consummate o

of myself I will not deny that I
love her or that I probably always
love her but I know that she never
love me and never will love me That

it you see and soI am glad to
away

Was It the princess lean I asked
You have been very good to me Mr

Dunravnik and I ought to deny yet
nothing Still I hope you will not
me to tell you anything
woman I was foolish enough to love si
madly

I honor you for expression Jean
and I only ask you one question
You can reply to it readily enough Di
you love her still well enough so
you wish her happiness so that
cherish no ill will against her for
s he did to you

I woUld ive up my liberty now
be assurpd that might ilways b
happy yes eyjen to know that she has

the Nihilists for sooner or later
they will lead to Siberia Will you
answer one question for me now

Willingly
Has silo been arrested
No and she will not be She has

the Nihilists though I honor you foj
not telling me her name I know whom
It Is that you love

You area good man Mr Dubravnik
and In whatever Country Jean Morei
finds a hOme tlat will contain
friend of yours

We had some other conversation
then I gave him his passports and suf
ficient money for his needs
him from his place of imprisonment
and parted with him on the street
was the las t I ever saw of Jean Morel

From there I made my to
office of my friend Canfield i
was arranged that I should receive
reports of m men and theref closeted
with Cdnfield I remained until daylight

Messengers were coming and goint
constantly and I knew long befOr
dawn that every plan I had laid had
worked just as I intended that
should I knew that when thfrsun
there would not be a half dozen
Nihlirsts at liberty In St
and that the order would be paralyzec
and broken throughout the empire

To just one portion of the nightj
work I paid particular personal atten
tion and that was to the arrest oj

those who knew Olga and Ivan per
sonall and who knew of her con
demriation to death by the order

of those who were arrested that
night sent to Siberia for life
others for long terms of Imprisonment
but I could not be condemned for that
for they one and all deserved tb go

I was yet to meet with an adventure
before I returned to the Emperor how
ever

After leaving Canfield I went to in
terview QMalley or Malet and found
that I could going out of mj
way pass the house of the prince
where I believed Olga to be
sleeping and so I tocfe that course

6 had taken the precaution to instnici
Coyle to place a good watch on the
hc use In the evening fearing that
there might be a chance that one di
the spies of the Nihilists had succeeded
in following us and that they might
attempt to assassinate her there p
Durnlef I had thought
when the Czar told me that he had
sent after the princess I knew that
would be arrested before he could
admittance to the house Later
Canflelds office I had received the re
port that he had been taken there

It was Just breaking day as I ap
preached the house and up
saw a light in the room where I had

her and decided at once that she
had concluded to remain in that room
and had not thought of retiring

I not blame her for that and
while I was congratulating myself
that she seoul dnot have to pass an
other night of the kind I saw the front
door swing open and the
form of a woman which I Instantly
recognized as Olgas dash down the
steps leap Into a brltzska that was
waitnig and whifeh had hitherto es
caped my notice Then the horses
started on a run

I was a hundred feet away There
was not a person in sight as Coyle
knowing that all danger was past had
withdrawn his guard

There are times in our lives when
we scent danger just as a hound
scents the track of the that he
pursues and I scented it

I knew of but one way to stop those
horses and I used It

Always a dead shot I drew mj re
volver aimed it at the nearest horse
and puleld the trigger Then before
the first report had ceased to echo
along the street I fired again One ot
the horses pitched forward dead and
the other badly wounded fell upon
it while I ran forward at all speed
toward the now overturned britsska

CHAPTER XV

The Struggle in the Snow
As I ran forward I saw a man ai

from the overturned
brltzska draw his sword and prepare
himself for my attack while
mujllt whip in hand scrambled
the snow and took his place
him It was evident that they
thought the atatck of a very different
nature from what it really was

The wounded horse was struggling
and kicking and I found time to thInk
that there was grave danger that

might injure Olga whom
judged to be unconscious from frIght
or because of the shock and so uh
heeding my own danger In the thought
of that which was of more moment
me I fired a third bullet Into the
maddened animal

Then for the first time I really
saw the men whom I had to face and
my heart abounded with thanksgiving
that fate had taken me by that route
to the palace when I recognized Alexis
Durnlef

The report of his arrest had withei
been false or he had managed in some
manner to escape and even then in
that instant of rushing onward upon
them I could not help wondering by
what means he had managed to entice
Olga from the house where she had
taken refuge

I twp bullets left In my revol
ver at least I thought I had and j
raised It and pulled the trigger this

fourth time placing the mujik effect
ually out of the combat and rendering
it impossible for him to engage JE
others and then scarcely ten isei
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away away from the scoundrel cap
thin the weapon
ordered him to throw dowif his

He only laughed for he was not i
coward and ew that eath would b
prefera ble to the fate that would he
4f he were capturetl alive

So It is my friend pupravnik Ij
It hfc said derisively and tone
cool as though he were greeting me
a ballroom You have killed my horses
and my mujik why not do the same for
me

I hesitated
To shoot ti man down like that

against every impulse of my soul
he was armed with a weapon si

deadly as mine if once I Rhpuld
within of its point 1
none with to meet him on
ground Within the britzska un
questIOnably the ujniconsc ipus form o
the woman I loved

Throw down your sword or I
kill you I commanded again

Kill he replied
There was no other way and I pulled

the
There was no report Durnief did

fall as the horsejs and his mujik had
done He stood unharmed for the car
tric was or the
revplvec was unloaded

Instanttly he understood that he
nie at his mercy and with a deadly

smile upon his face he leaped forward
Ji run me through

A4 he sprang toward I hurled
pistol with all my strength toward him
and it struck him squarely in
breast staggering and forcing him
hfe guard

Then before he could recover I
past the point of his weapon seized
sword arm by the wrist with my
hand and threw my other arm
hisr body

We were evenly matched as
we had vtrained at weights and meas

ts for the combat and for n nio
rnent we swayed back and
again I exerting all my strength tt
bend his wrist backward so that
wpue be compelled to drop the sword

It seems strange that such a strug
gle taking place In the streets of j

great and tour reports of my
tpji had not attracted attention
drawn somebody to the scene
pasl n ight had been a terror policemen
had been called away from their posts

at that hour just after dawn
when everything was nobody
heard or if they heard feared to come

In using all my efforts to compel
to drop his weapon I neglected
other necessary points of the struggle
and although I succeeded In my design
hr forced me backward at the

so that I fell beneath isbn but
I still had my right arm tightly clasped
around him and I hugged him to m
with all my strength

With Durnief it was a struggle
life liberty and everything that h
nossessed and he fought with the des
peratiprj of a madman With me
was life and the woman I loved
Ifought coolly knowing that could
not get away from me that
I could tire him and satisfied that
I could prevent him from securing his
sword again

He managed to wrench his hand from
my grasp and he struck me a savage
blow on the head with his fist but
threw the other arm aroundJiim then
and hugged him all the tighter so that
he was unable to repeat the bloW

It was a strange combat
A person ten feet away could riot have

heard it for there was no sound ex
cept our heavy breath The snow
deadened every noise that might have
been made otherwise and the air was
bitterly cold

Presently I became conscious of the

fact that my opponent was striving
with ali his might to force me in a car

direction and correctly conjectur
ed that he had been able to discover
location of the sword and was making
an effort to reach It So I bent my
energies to avoiding his effort

My life had been largely one of ad
venture and I had taken part In
cprhbats but never before In one like
this where It was simply a matter
endurance where neither party to the
fray was suffering injury and where
the hope of success was so evenly di
vided e

Odd as It may seem while pinioning
him thus so that he could not act
the offensive I began to conjecture
how long we might hold out and the

of assistance arriving to
it It was the uncertainty of
nature of that assistance that
me most

I have said that there were not half
a dozen confessed Nihilistic sympathi
zers and there were hundreds others
who hail become allied to the Nihilist
in some extrinsic way who were
sympathy the order but only pas
sively sq If one or more of such were
to happen along the assis tance would
surely be upon the side of my enemy
and ertain defeat and death would be
niy portion

If a mere citizen were to interfere the
captain who still wore his uniform
Tould secure the proffered aid not I

would be believed not I and hence
I understood that whatever dvantage
there was in the way of interference
was on his side

Apprpiatlng these facts I exerted
my strength to the utmost to turn the
tide Of battle in my favor but r could
accomplis h nothing He was as strong

a I though not more powerful and so
relapsed Into the mere effort to

hold him helpless and to take the
chances of wearing him out before as
sistance should come

It seemed to me as though an hour
passed thus In reality it may have been
only a few moments for minutes are
long under such cIrcumstances and then
there came an interruption and c

strange one
whom are you struggling Cap

tain iurnief I heard a voice say
Olga I exclaimed before he could

reply
With an assassin who has shot OUt

horses murdered the mujik and
would assassinate you princess panted
Durnief

Olga I repeated again It is I
DubravnlkV

I heard her gasp and then although
I could not see per I was cOnscious
that silo deliberately walked around us
to get If possible a better view of me
and in that moment I doubted her but
I tightened my grip around the mar
I held arid waited

bubravn lk she said presently but
I did not speak again and the captain
also silent

Theri it seemed to though many
miriu passed in another deathlike
silence I wondered if she had fainted
us gone for help or There
Deemed tp me to be no good for
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the silence and waiting Why did
grasp lite sword and send Itspoint through one of us It did not

much matten to me then which One she
might choose for its sheath

Soon however I heard a sound dl
rectly above me a sound which a stick
might make smiting the groun d and I
felt that Durnlef shuddered

In an instant It came again and nls
arms relaxed and then tightened once
more convulsively

Then a short pause and then
the noise again

The muscles of Durnlef re
taxed His arms fell from clasp
around ie I him aside as
thoUgh he were dead and for a moment
believed that he was then springing
npoiv my feet I was just In time to
catch the tottering form of the princess
who though not unconscious had spent
her last remaining strength In the third

Wp and I saw that hadused the butt ot it with which to rescue

I stood for long time with tfee swpre
pressed against his it
Pierce his heart she said In a low whig

t6 Inot Then I secured the whip but X
had not the strength to strike Ht was
the mujik who came after ECI Habrought a note signed by you saying
that my brother had been wounded andwas at my house that It was safe forme to go there now I hastened 1 rato the brltzska and sprang Inside beforeI knew that it was occupied Durnlatseized me something was
around my head arid I did not knowmore until I crawled frosts the over
turned britzska and saw you strugsliEK
in the snow I was dazed then ahcl
weak i did not rerirerriber what hadhappened I thought at first that Itwas Durnlef whom I should assist andI stood there watching you struggle fora long time trying to remember

Then recollection came Theta
membered who Dubravn was IB Itnot strange that I should have forgotten Even for not strange
that I should have forgotten

No no I replied
Then I found the sword Irt the snow

and then I remembered that I wanted tokill Diirnief and I put the point against
his back But I could not press upon ItI tried but I could not do itIt was horrible Dubravnik horribleI did riot know what to do but rny eyes
fell upon the whip and I secured it
There See He Is Seize him
for he must not escape

CHAPTER XVI

What the Czar Forgot
I took Qlcra back to the house of the

prince where I was well known to
every servant for I had been art honoredguest there From there I dispatched
a messenger tc Malet and to Coyle andI soon turned Durnief over to the ten
der mercies of the former while the lat
tee brought a conveyance which took us
to the home of the princess

Having see her safely Inside her own
door and given her assurance pi
her entire safety I had myself
to the palace Although I had promised
to see the Emperor as soon as arrived
I felt that it was my first duty to in
terview the prince In the hope that the f
events of the preceding day might

reviewed in a better spirit than that In
which they had been encountered

Accordingly 1 proceeded at pric e to his
apartments for the captain ot the guard
assured me that his majesty was still
sleeping not having retired until nearly
daylig ht

When I rapped upon the door of the
room occupied by Prince Michael as a
sleeping apartment there was no re
sponse and I repeated the summons

loudly than before
Still I waited In vain and at last

feeling some misgivings and being as
sured by the guard In the that
the prince had not left the room s he
entered It the preceding evening I
turned the handle and entered

The prince was seated in a chair near
one of the large windows and the
was shining full upon him but the
merit that my eyes discovered him I
started with horror for I knew that ho
was dead

Instantly I stepped back through the
door and told the guard to can his cap

pointing but the lifeless form of
the prince and ordering him to tell no
body but his superior officer of the fact
Then I reentered the room arid ap
proached the form of my former tflsifd

There was a pistol hint on
floor where it had fallen irons his nerve
less grasp after the fatal deed
performed but he redlined as easily In
the chair as though he had dropped
asleep naturally for a short nap in
stead of forever

Poor Michael I murmured Did
drive you to this Would that I had
riot spoken

I turned then to glance around the
room professional instinct setting the
best of me even in that moment of sor
row and I quickly espied a letter upon
the table

It was addressed to his majesty
Emperor and was tightly sealed so I
placed it in my pocket and started t
leave the room

At the door I met the captain of the
guard with two of his men arid they
I instructed to keep watch but on no
account to touch anything without hl
majestys permission And then I sought
him

Well Derrington he asked as
as 1 was in his presence What of th
night Is the conspiracy crushed and
have you been successful

Entirely so Nihilism is effectually
crushed for many years to come Mjr
work in St Petersburg is really done J

At least I can assure you that
you will have no cause to fearthe hand
of an assassin for d long time until
this weed starts up anew

We re safe then Thank God for
that

You V perfectly safe The prisons
are full til overflowing I have
many of less guilty ones over the
border with Instructions not to return
for many yejtrs to come You will
a few faces aJ court You will be forced
to sill a few vacancies In the army
The next caravan across Siberia will b
a larger one than the last and the popu
lation ot this c ty will be depleted by
nearly three thousand souls counting
all that I have epuraerated

This is fjlorioUS news to awaken to
glorious I cannot repay you the
I bveyou IT i V

f

l owr that ni e heard the good
news can yj V4 her some that
is not so go ji h leur

What Is ttw n 1 news also

J
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